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the lines of a book when both eyes were open, but that on
closing either of them he could read distinctly every word.
These symptoms were accompanied with considerable pain

in the forehead, and a full, quick, and rather hard pulse ;
being a stout man, I took from the arm about 24 ounces of
blood, gave him some compound colocynth pills, with a
grain of calomel in each ; two to be taken every three hours
till the bowels were freely opened, and directed a blister to
be applied to the back of the neck at bedtime. Next day I
found the pulse softer, the pain of the head gone, but no
alteration in the sight, either for the better or worse. In this
state he continues, entirely free from pain, but still
under the necessity of wearing a bandage over one eye,
without which he cannot even see to walk. Errhines, and
a little spt. etheris sulphucrici, applied to the eyes twice a
day since the application of the blister, always afford
him temporary benefit. I cannot discover the slightest
irregularity in the motions of the iris ; the pupils seem
neither more dilated nor contracted than they ought to be ;
the humours appear perfectly transparent and healthy, and
there are no traces of either irritation or inflammation to be

perceived. Whether the above anomaly portends the com-
mencement of amaurosis, or is to be considered merely as
resulting from a temporary weakness or relaxation of nervous
power, I shall leave to the determination of the learned ; but
I cannot help thinking, that it strongly favours the opinion of
those who advocate the existence of some fluid essence

circulating in the course of the nerves, the influx of which,
in this case, seems insufficient for supporting the action of
both eyes at once, but enough when directed upon one of
these organs to render vision complete.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM REED, Surgeon.Devonshire, October 20th. 1831.Kentisher, near Collumpton, Devonshire, October 20th, 1831.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

IN 76 of the largest English towns 8180 births and 3771 
deaths were registered during the week ending Oct. 23rd. ]
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been equal to 12 - 9 and 12’ 2 per 1000 in the two pre.
ceding weeks, further declined to 12 0 in the week under
notice. During the first three weeks of the current quarter
the annual death-rate in these towns averaged 12 4 per 10U0, 
and in London during the same period the rate did not exceed 
11 - 9 per 1000. The lowest annual rates of mortality re- 
corded in the 76 towns last week were 5’ 2 in West Hartle- 
pool, 5’6 6 in Ipswich, 5’7 in Walthamstow, and 6 - 5 in 
Willesden; the rates in the other towns ranged upwards,
however, to 19.2 2 in St. Helens, 19 3 in Huddersfield and in
Middlesbrough, 19 ’ 5 in Great Yarmouth, and 20 - 6 in Merthyr 
Tydfil. In London the recorded death-rate last week did not
exceed 11-5 5 per 1000. The 3771 deaths in the 76 towns
last week showed a further decline of 74 from the numbers
returned in the two preceding weeks, and included 312 which
were referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against
numbers declining steadily from 849 to 387 in the eight
preceding weeks ; of these 312 deaths, 142 resulted
from diarrhoea, 46 from diphtheria, 36 from measles, 33
from scarlet fever, 28 from whooping-cough, 25 from
"fever" (principally enteric), and 2 from small-pox. The
312 deaths from these epidemic diseases last week were 

equal to an annual rate of 1’ 0 per 1000, against rates

declining in the eight preceding weeks from 2 - 7 to 1 - 2. No
death from any of these epidemic diseases was registered 
last week in Cardiff, Croydon, Willesden, Walthamstow, or
in 12 other smaller towns ; the annual death-rates therefrom
ranged upwards, however, to 2 - 8 in Salford, 3 - 0 in Hull and 
in Hanley, and 3’4 in Barnsley. The deaths attributed 
to diarrhoea in the 76 towns, which had declined in the

eight preceding weeks from 675 to 208, further fell
last week to 142, but caused annual death-rates ranging
upwards in the several towns to 1 -6 in St. Helens, 
1’ 7 in Wigan and in Hull, and 1’ 9 in Devonport and in 
Tynemnuth. The deaths referred to diphtheria, which had 1
been 28 and 51 in the two previous weeks, declined again
last week to 46 ; they included 11 in London and its
suburban districts, 6 in Manchester and Salford, and 3 in
Hull. The 36 fatal cases of measles were fewer by 4 than

the number in the previous week, but showed proportional
excess in Birkenhead and in Hornsey. The 33 deaths from
scarlet fever showed a further decline from those returned in
the two previous weeks ; the 4 recorded in Blackburn were
equal to an annual rate of 1’ 5 per 1000. The 28 fatal cases
of whooping-cough exceeded those in the previous week by
1. Of the 25 deaths referred to "fever," 2 were returned
in Wolverhampton, in Liverpool, and in Leeds, and 7
in London and its suburban districts. The 2 fatal
cases of small-pox occurred in Hull. The number of scarlet
fever patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums
and London Fever Hospitals, which had steadily increased
in the eight preceding weeks from 2347 to 2810, had
declined to 2799 on Saturday last ; 345 new cases of this
disease were admitted to these hospitals during last week,
against 324 and 371 in the two preceding weeks. The
Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals contained 2 small-pox
patients on Saturday last. Of the 1067 deaths registered
in London last week, 174 were referred to pneumonia
and other diseases of the respiratory system, against 186
and 167 in the two preceding weeks, and were 25
below the corrected average number in the corresponding
week of the five years 1904-08. The causes of 37, or

1.0 per cent., of the deaths registered in the 76 towns
last week were not certified either by a registered medical
practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death regis-
tered during last week were duly certified in Bristol,
West Ham, Bradford, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Portsmouth, and
in 50 other smaller towns; the 37 uncertified causes of
death in the 76 towns last week included 7 in Liverpool and
6 in Birmingham. 

-

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

In eight of the principal Scotch towns 886 births and 470
deaths were registered during the week ending Oct. 23rd.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been
equal to 12’ 0 and 12 8 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks,
further rose to 13’ in the week under notice. During
the first three weeks of the current quarter the annual
death-rate in these Scotch towns averaged 12 - 6 per 1000,
and exceeded by 0’2 the mean rate during the same period
in the 76 large English towns. The annual death-rates last
week in these Scotch towns ranged from 10’2 and 10’4 in
Paisley and Edinburgh, to 14. 8 in Glasgow and 17 - 0 in Perth.
The 470 deaths from all causes in the eight towns last week
showed a further increase of 14 upon the numbers returned
in the two previous weeks, and included 54 which were
referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against 45 in
each of the two preceding weeks. These 54 deaths were
equal to an annual rate of 1 - 5 per 1000, against a mean
rate of 1 - 0 from the same diseases last week in the 76

English towns. The 54 deaths from these diseases in the
Scotch towns last week included 28 from diarrhoea, 11 from
diphtheria, 5 from measles, 5 from whooping-cough, 3
from scarlet fever, and 2 from "fever," but not one

from small-pox.. The deaths attributed to diarrhoea, which
had been 18 and 15 in the two previous weeks, rose to
28 last week, and exceeded the number in any week
since the early part of September ; 14 occurred in Glasgow,
5 in Dundee, 3 in Aberdeen, and 2 in Edinburgh and in
Leith. The 11 deaths from diphtheria were within one of the
number returned in each of the two preceding weeks, and
included 6 in Glasgow and 3 in Edinburgh. The 5 fatal
cases of measles showed a decline ; 3 were returned in

Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh. The 5 deaths from whooping-
cough exceeded the numbers in recent weeks, and included
2 in Greenock ; and the 3 fatal cases of scarlet fever
occurred in Glasgow. The 2 deaths referred to "fever"
were fewer than in any recent week, and were both certified
as cerebro-spinal meningitis ; 1 each was returned in
Glasgow and in Edinburgh. The deaths referred to diseases
of the respiratory system in the eight towns, which had
been 59 and 58 in the two preceding weeks, rose to 84 last
week, and exceeded by 28 the number in the correspond-
ing week of last year. The causes of 17, or 3 6 per
cent., of the deaths in the eight towns last week were not
certified or not stated ; in the 76 English towns the propor-
tion of uncertified causes of death last week did not exceed
1’ 0 per cent. 

-

HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS.

In 22 town districts of Ireland, having an estimated
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population of rather more than a million, 613 births and 325 C.
deaths were registered during the week ending Oct. 23rd. tr

The mean annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been equal to 15 - 1 and 15 2 per 1000 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, declined to 14 . 8 in the week under
notice. During the first three weeks of the current quarter
the annual death-rate in these Irish towns averaged 15’ 0 per P

1000, whereas the mean death-rate during the same period
did not exceed 12’ 4 in the 76 largest English towns and 12’ 6 F
in the eight principal Scotch towns. The annual death- F

rate during last week was equal to 15’2 in Dublin
(against 17 - 5,16’ 8, and 16 - 0 in the three preceding weeks),
to 12-9 in Belfast, 21 - 2 in Cork, 16-9 in Londonderry, I

and 19 5 in Waterford ; the mean rate in the 16 smallest
Irish towns was equal to 14’ 5 per 1000. The 325 deaths
from all causes in the 22 town districts last week showed
a decrease of 9 from the numbers in the previous week, J
and included 22 which were referred to the principal 1
epidemic diseases, against 42, 37, and 29 in the three 

I
preceding weeks ; these 22 deaths were equal to an "
annual rate of 1-0 per 1000, corresponding with the t
rate , from the same diseases last week in the 76 i
English towns. The 22 deaths from these epidemic (
diseases in the Irish town districts last week in- 

(
cluded 12 from diarrhoea, 5 from whooping-cough, 2
from diphtheria, and 1 each from measles, scarlet fever,
and "fever," but not one from small-pox. The deaths
attributed to diarrhoea in the 22 towns, which bad &icirc;
been 22 and 14 in the two previous weeks, further declined
to 12 last week, and included 5 in Belfast and 2 both in
Dublin and in Cork. The 5 fatal cases of wbooping-cough
were within one of the number in the previous week, and
included 2 both in Cork and in Limerick and 1 in Dublin.
Of the 2 fatal cases of diphtheria, 1 occurred in Ballymena
and 1 in Clonmel. A fatal case of typhus was registered in
Dublin. The 50 deaths referred to pneumonia and other
diseases of the respiratory system last week in the 22
towns corresponded with the number returned in each of the
two preceding weeks. The causes of 14, or 4.3 per cent.,
of the deaths in the 22 town3 last week were not certified
by a registered medical practitioner or by a coroner ; in the
76 English towns the proportion of uncertified causes of
death last week did not exceed 1 0 per cent., but in the
eight Scotch towns the proportion was equal to 3 ’ 6 per cent.

THE SERVICES.

t
ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE. t

THE following appointments have been notified:&mdash;Fleet* 
Surgeons : M. L. B. Rodd to the Ntobe, and to the Iie7at on re-
commissioning ; E. R. D. Fasken to the Argonaut. Staff- 1

Surgeons: J. C. Rowan to the j1fars,. P. H. Boyden to the
]j’is,qa7’d,. and E. T. P. Eames to the End!J1nion. Surgeon:
E. Cameron to the Argoitaut. j

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. ,

Colonel Maclean officiates as Principal Medical Officer,
8th (Lucknow) Division, vice Surgeon-General Ellis, on leave.
Colonel Anderson has reverted to his permanent appointment
as principal medical officer, Allahabad and Fyzabad Brigades.

Lieutenant-Colonel G. E. Hale, D.S.O., has been appointed
medical inspector of recruits in the Eastern Command, and
Lieutenant-Colonel T. Du B. Whaite has been appointed to
the Eastern Command. Major C. K. Morgan has been

appointed to the Belfast District for duty.
Captain Francis S. Irvine, from the Seconded List, is

restored to the establishment (dated Ocb. 13th, 1909).
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.

Major H. G. Melville officiates as Principal, Medical
College, Lahore, vice Major Sutherland, going on one year’s
leave; and Captain Macgilchrist officiates as Professor of
Materia Medica, Lahore Medical College, vica Major Melville.
The services of Major Smith are placed permanently at the
disposal of the Punjab Government. Captain E. C. Hepper
has been appointed to the substantive medical charge of the
51st Sikhs (Frontier Force), vice Captain H. Halliday.
Captain G. W. Maconachie has been appointed to the sub-
stantive medical charge of the 73rd Carnatic Infantry, vice

Captain W. C. Hamilton. Captain R. F. C. Talbot has been
transferred to the temporary half-pay list from July 24th.

TERRITORIAL FORCE.

Royal Army Medical Corpl/.
3rd Lowland Field Ambulance: Lieutenant James H. H.

Pirie to be Captain (dated Oct. lst, 1909).
1st South Midland Field Ambulance : Lieutenant Hans

Frederick William Boeddicker, from the 2nd South Midland
Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps, to be
Lieutenant (dated Sept. 29th, 1909).

lst North Midland Field Ambulance : Captain William J.
Reid to be Major (dated April 19th, 1909).

THE PHYSICAL EFFECTS OF THE ALLOWANCE FIELD
SERVICE RATIONS.

An officer with 20 volunteers of the lst Battalion Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment, none of them specially selected,
have recently been the subject of an experiment for the

purpose of determining the quality and quantity of the field
service rations in relation to the clothing and equipment of
the soldier. The company were instructed to march for
12 days a distance of at least 14 miles under service
conditions. The valise equipment with field service kit was
carried together with 150 rounds of ball ammunition, weighing
altogether, with rifle, more than half hundredweight. For the
first six days the food consisted wholly of biscuit and pre.
served meat and vegetables. Subsequently fresh meat and
bread were issued in lieu of preserved rations, and this was
followed by a noticeable improvement in the physique and
spirits of the men. A report will be made for the informa-
tion of the Army Council by Lieutenant-Colonel Melville,
R. A. M. C. 

_______________

Correspondence.

THE DANGERS OF THE DRY SHAMPOO.

" Audi alteram partem."

l’o the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-My absence in America has prevented me from
following in detail the proceedings arising out of the acci-
dent in July last in consequence of the use of carbon tetra-
chloride as a "dry shampoo." I learn, however, on my
return that by what has since taken place the public and the
trade concerned have been duly warned of the dangerous
character of this particular chlorinated compound, carbon
tetrachloride. I learn further from the answer returned

yesterday by the Home Secretary to a question by Sir
William Collins that ’’ the matter is receiving his serious
attention and the question whether legislation ought to be
undertaken will be fully considered."

I should like at this stage to point out a further con-
sideration that in my opinion is of sufficient gravity to call
for prompt decision as to the prohibition or not of the use of
carbon tetrachloride and similar poisons for toilet purposes.
Carbon tetrachloride, chloroform, ethylene chloride, ethyli-
dene chloride, &c., are all more or less anaesthetic and
stimulant, just, as in lesser degree ether and alcohol are
ansesthetio and stimulant. In my experience the physio-
logical equivalence between chloroform and alcohol is

approximately 100 to 1, and a few drops of chloroform or of
carbon tetrachloride rubbed in the palm of the hand and
inhaled as a "refresher" " or a "sedative," are quite as

effective, pleasant, and insidious as a glass of brandy. More
or less carbon tetrachloride is necessarily inhaled in the
course of a "dry shampoo," and there are in existence
numerous other chlorinated compounds of similar properties.
Chloroform is scheduled as a poison. Carbon tetrachloride,
which is more poisonous than chloroform, and allied sub-
stances that are more or less poisonous, are not so scheduled.

. Ought the use of these substances to be left at the dis-
! cretion of the more or less enterprising hairdresser ? Or

ought not the public to be protected by the scheduling as
 poisons of substances that are more dangerous to life than
. chloroform and more insidious than alcohol ? According to
 the evidence given by one of the witnesses at the inquest

held last July the number of persons taking the dry shampoo
. with carbon tetrachloride averaged between 90 and 100 per
day at one establishment alone (or between 20,000 and


